Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School

How British values are promoted at Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School

Introduction
At DCINS we value each and every member of our school community as individuals and respect their
rights and freedom. Through SMILE we promote the values of:

e Sharing

e Manners (good)

¢ Independence

e Listening

e Encouragement
We believe that these values are the fundamental building blocks for our children to grow and develop
as responsible adults and British citizens.

The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy. These values are:

e Democracy

e Therule of law.

e Individual liberty

e Mutual respect

e Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs.
Our curriculum is designed to ensure that our children have the opportunity to learn and reflect on the
British values that underpin our lives.

Moral Development
Regular activities such as Reflection Time and daily assemblies allow and encourage our children to
discuss British values and understand how these are relevant to them.

The children are supported in their moral development by their:
e Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong.

e Readily apply this understanding in their own lives.

e Respect the civil and criminal law of England.

e Understand the consequences of their behaviour and actions.

e Investigate and offer reasoned views about moral and ethical issues.
e Understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social Development

Children have a wide range of opportunities to work collaboratively within class, across year groups and
phases. We promote the Nurture playground for children experiencing difficulties at playtimes and
lunchtimes. In addition, we actively promote positive friendship pairings/groups to support children
with emotional or behavioural needs. Staff are proactive is recognising and addressing children’s needs
at thes particular times of the day.

DCINS is at the heart of the Dereham community and we encourage pupils to show care and
consideration for others through charitable work and supporting people in the community e.g. the choir



sing at the old people’s homes/meeting point and the Harvest Festival supports the Norfolk Food Bank. The
school is proactive in supporting charities nationally and globally e.g. Sports Aid and Samaritan’s Purses.
The school council ensures that all children can influence decision making through the democratic

processes.

There is a strong emphasis throughout the Personal Health and Relationship areas of study on
individual rights and responsibilities including respect and valuing difference in the way people choose
to live in modern British Society.

Our children are encouraged to develop socially by:

e Using arange social skills in different contexts, including working and socialising with pupils
from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.

e Being encouraged to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including
volunteering.

e Co-operating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively.

e Understanding the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination.

e Accepting and engaging with the fundamental British values of:

Democracy
o Therule of law.
o Individual liberty.
o Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths, beliefs and life choices. This

will develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow pupils to participate

fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.

Cultural Development £
At DCINS we value the diverse ethnic background of all pupils and families and undertake a variety of
events and lessons to celebrate these. We have found this approach to be enriching for all parties as it
teaches tolerance and respect for the differences in our community and the wider world.

Through the RE curriculum; Creative Arts Week (Brazilian CAW; India CAW); Curriculum Enhancement
Weeks (e.g. Chinese New year); Special Events (e.g. Coronation day/School Centenary/Light Dragoons
parade) and Personal Social and Citizenship Education themes there are a broad and balanced range of
learning opportunities which have strong links to the United Kingdom and the World, through which we
develop our children’s cultural understanding by enabling children to:



e Understand and appreciate the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own
heritage and that of others.

e Understand and appreciate the range of different cultures within school and beyond our local
community as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain.

e To gain knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping
our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain.

e Be willing to participate in and respond positively to artistic, sporting and cultural opportunities.

e Gain aninterest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different
faiths and cultural diversity.

e Understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, shown by their tolerance and attitudes
towards different religions, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global

communities.

Spiritual Development
At DCINS we recognise that the spiritual development of pupils plays a significant part in their ability to
learn and achieve.

This is highlighted by Alan Brown formerly of The National Society:

If the spiritual 'is properly and fully addressed, the moral, social and cultural will fall into place more easily.
Our children are encouraged to reflect on the predominant religious and moral values that underpin our
democratic and multi-cultural British society. Through RE lessons, assemblies and celebratory events,
our children learn about the similarities and differences of other religions and are encouraged to reflect
on their own beliefs whilst tolerating the different viewpoints of others including those who do not have
a religious faith.

The school community will be a place where children can find acceptance for themselves as unique
individual and where forgiveness and the opportunity to start again is fundamental to the ethos of our
school.

We aimTo develop our children spiritually by supporting them to;
e Develop a sense of self-esteem, self-worth and a sense of belonging



e Gain the ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that informs
their perspective on their life, show an interest in and respect for different people’s faiths,
feelings and values.

e Develop relationships based on the Christian values of love, forgiveness and service to others.

e Develop their ability to reflect by providing opportunities for silence, stillness and prayer

e Have a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning differences about themselves, others
and the world them.

e Develop the skills and attitudes to enable them to become creative and imaginative thinkers.

e Develop the ability to ask and answer ‘what’, ‘thow’, why’, ‘when’ questions.

e Develop an awareness of the wider world and their responsibility towards it.

e Talk about personal experiences and feelings.
e Express and clarify their own ideas and beliefs.

Conclusion

At DCINS we believe that, through promoting British values, our children will become responsible
citizens for the future who show mutual respect and tolerance of others, value their own liberty and
understand the rules of law and democracy whilst demonstrating care and compassion for all.





