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Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School 

RE Policy

Subject Aims.

At Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School (DCINS), we believe that Religious Education is a vital part of the curriculum which produces a variety of outcomes that promote religious literacy. The main reason for Religious Education is to learn about the religion.  Learning should be engaging and enquiry based, as children reflect and discuss based on experiences of handling artefacts, exploring materials and stepping into the lives and events of significant individuals. 

At DCINS we aim for Religious Education to enable pupils to:

· Primarily gain an understanding of religions and worldviews.

· Develop an insight into the influence of beliefs on individuals, communities and cultures.

· Explore their own beliefs (whether religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn; developing and enriching their own spiritual/philosophical convictions and beliefs. 

· Ask challenging questions and discuss learning about themselves, and others. 

· Develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs. 

· Develop a sense of identity and belonging, which helps them to flourish within communities and consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others. 

These aims promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils as they explore the concepts of belief and the impact it has on individuals and cultures. Religious Education also plays a role in preparing children to become responsible citizens with an ability to discern and value truth and goodness, and to make positive and healthy choices. RE will also develop an understanding and appreciation of diversity, which challenges racism and discrimination, instead promoting community cohesion.  

Time allocation

In accordance with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2019 recommendations, and the Church of England Education  Office Statement of Entitlement for RE (2016), the school devotes 5% of its curriculum time to the teaching of RE. As a school, we teach RE with a ‘block’, covering all learning within one week of each half term. All classes must plan and teach at least 7 hours of RE within this week. 

Curriculum and Planning

In order to achieve these aims, a balanced curriculum is provided across Early Years and Ks1. High quality learning experiences in RE are designed and provided by careful planning of the teachers in accordance with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2019 and the Understanding Christianity resource (2016). Effective planning and cohesion across the school should lead to a deeper understanding and level of discussion from Nursery to Year 2.  

In Nursery, starting in the term of Spring 2, a Bible story will be taught once a week with a game and a craft to begin a basic understanding of Christianity. 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will explore events within the Christian year, as well as looking into events and traditions of Judaism. In accordance with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 2019, Year 2 will also explore the world wide view of Humanism in the last half term of the school year. The depth of exploration within the subject deepens with each year group so that our children build upon foundations already laid from the year before. 

There are three lenses of RE which shape the curriculum of our school:

· Theology – where beliefs come from, how they are applied in different contexts, how they change over time and how different beliefs relate to each other. 

· Philosophy- whether things make sense and are ethically and morally correct. 

· Human and Social Sciences – how do people practice their belief, and how beliefs impact individuals, communities and societies. 

There is a balance of all three lenses within our whole school RE long term plan. These lenses are colour coded throughout planning, assessment, lesson resources and classroom display. 
Enquiry-based learning 

At DCINS, Religious Education is taught through an enquiry approach. Each RE topic starts with a broad and open enquiry question that shows the direction of learning, which is aided by clear learning outcomes. This question is referred back constantly to allow children to discuss and show how their learning is developing their understanding of their answer. 

The enquiry process is taught in 5 stages: 

· Engage – the topic is introduced with the key question and concept. A stimulus is often used to engage the children’s attention.  

· Enquire – children are inspired and engaged to ask questions and lead their learning towards what they want to find out. 

· Explore – the main learning is conducted, going deeper using teaching strategies. 

· Evaluate – dialogue about the learning is encouraged. 

· Express – children answer the question to show their progression of learning. 

Assessment

It is the responsibility of the teacher to assess all pupils in their class, in accordance with the school Assessment policy. We assess the children to ensure good progress and to guide future learning, according to the understanding relating to the key enquiry question for each topic. 

Each class keeps a class RE Learning Floor Book, which reflects on the leaning with photographs, quotes and samples of work. Any individual work completed by a child is stored in a folder (Year 1), in a RE workbook (Year 2) or recorded on Tapestry (Reception and Nursery). 

Marking
It is the responsibility of the teacher to develop a secure understanding of their children’s knowledge and understanding prior to the half term learning and at the end of each RE Big Question. This is achieved through a whole school colour coded marking policy. The colours are as follows: What I already know, What I would like to know, and What I have learnt. 
In EYFS and Year 1, the class teacher will create a whole class discussion and gather children’s quotes in the class floor book. In Year 2, our children will complete this independently in their RE work books. 

Monitoring 

The RE subject leader will monitor RE provision and standards through observations, book scrutinies, discussion with children, pupil voice surveys and learning walks. The governors on the Church Foundation Committee will also be monitoring and providing feedback to teachers. 
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