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Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School 

Remote Learning Policy
September 2020
What is remote learning?
Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School is committed to working in close partnership with families and ensuring that every child has access to a high level of education.

In our school, through our Christian ethos, we appreciate the uniqueness of everyone in our community. We strive for them to meet their full potential with a curriculum that creates a passion and excitement for learning.
Remote learning can occur if a school is made aware of a local outbreak of Covid-19, if children need to isolate due to a positive test or if the child or family member is awaiting a test. Preparations will be made so that learning can still continue and the community can remain safe.

The DfE states that remote education is the following:

Where needed, this (remote learning) is high-quality and safe, and aligns as closely as possible with in-school provision. Schools must develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning. Remote education may need to be an essential component in the delivery of the school curriculum for some pupils, alongside classroom teaching, or in the case of a local lockdown.
Home and School partnership:
Where possible, it is beneficial for young people to maintain a regular and familiar routine. Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School recommends that each ‘school day’ maintains structure where possible. Please see our recommended timetable for the day created by some of our parents: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/remote-learning-timetable-by-the-pta/ 
We would encourage parents to support their children’s work, including finding an appropriate place to work and, to the best of their ability, support pupils by encouraging them to try their best.

We appreciate that every family will have different experiences if remote learning is required so we will not specify any length of time to be spent on remote learning.

If a child is poorly during their isolation period, there will be no expectation for them to complete any work as they would be considered ‘unfit for school’.

Who is this policy applicable to?

· A child is absent because they are awaiting test results and the household is required to self-isolate. The rest of their school bubble are attending school and being taught as normal.

· A child’s whole bubble is not permitted to attend school because they, or another member of their bubble, have tested positive for Covid-19.

Remote learning will be shared with families when they are absent due to Covid related reasons only.
The main purposes of remote learning are:
Our aims for remote learning:
· To work in partnership with our families and support their child’s learning, assisting them to understand more clearly what their children are learning in school and the approaches and techniques used.
· To provide meaningful and ambitious work in a number of different subjects.
· To teach, reinforce, practice and consolidate learning carried out in the classroom in a range of subjects.
· To encourage and develop self-discipline and perseverance.

· To develop research and investigative skills by using their home environment.

· To further the children’s progress.

· To increase pupils’ self-esteem and the realisation that their achievements are regarded as important by both home and school.
The principles for delivery of remote learning are:
· Children will receive learning opportunities for a range of subjects for each school day via Tapestry (an online system)

· Learning will be well-sequenced as per our current curriculum model enabling knowledge and skills to build
· Clear explanations will be offered through video links from school or shared online material

· Work will be checked daily by class teachers via Tapestry and comments/feedback will be shared

· Activities will be shared through suggested tasks and ideas

· There will be no expected time for parents/carers/children to spend on remote learning but a potential timetable will be shared on our website: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/remote-learning-timetable-by-the-pta/ 
Through the implementation of this policy we aim to:

· Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school whilst children are at home and school;
· Encourage children to develop increasing independence and a sense of personal responsibility;
· Meet the individual and special needs of pupils;
· Make expectations about remote learning clear to children, parents and other carers;

· Extend the opportunities for learning;

· Improve the depth of understanding and the quality of the partnership between home and school;

· Provide activities that encourage parents or carers to work with their children;

· Develop a partnership with parents or carers by utilizing opportunities for learning at home. 

Roles and responsibilities of staff during remote learning:

Teachers will plan activities and or learning tasks that are relevant to the curriculum focus for the class ‘Bubble’ and endeavour to supply resources to support tasks for home learners. Following guidance from Public Health England, when a ‘bubble’ of children is asked to self-isolate and stay at home, a message with an accompanying letter will be sent via school email informing them of the developing situation. This will be classed as Day 1 of the closure. Self-directed remote learning will begin on Day 2 and teachers will provide videos to accompany the remote learning tasks. Work will be made available daily following a suggested timetable, created by our PTA, which can be found on the school website. Teachers and Support Staff will give feedback to pupils via Tapestry daily. A live and up-to-date list of resources and websites the school uses and recommends is available on the website: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/ 
For individual pupils who are self-isolating and absent from school, work will be set via Tapestry daily. Additional reading books can be accessed through Bug Club, and Computing work can be accessed through Purple Mash. A live and up-to-date list of resources and websites the school uses and recommends is available on the website: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/
●
Any resources used, including websites and templates/resources, should, where possible, be shared with home learners via Tapestry or the school website.
●
For those families unable to access the remote learning electronically, separate plans for a work pack to be delivered could be made on a case by case basis.

●
Teachers and School Leaders will respond, within reason, to requests for support from families at home. This will be done through emailing the school office: office@dereham.norfolk.sch.uk 
●
Should a staff member require support with the use of technology, it is their responsibility to seek this support in school and Senior Leaders will ensure that support is given promptly.

Teachers will give short feedback regarding the content to support the child’s understanding or provide an extension. Teachers will respond to work on Tapestry between school hours only.
Remote teaching for staff who are self-isolating:
Teaching staff are required to self-isolate if they or anyone in their household shows symptoms outlined at the start of this policy or they have been told to shield and/or have received a letter to confirm this or have been contacted by NHS Track and Trace, or any reason given in accordance to official Government guidance. If a member of staff is required to self-isolate, they are expected to: 

●
Follow normal reporting procedure for planned absence.  

●
It is expected that staff get tested if displaying any of the listed above. Should a staff member be tested, it is expected, as per national guidance, to share the result of this test with school as soon as possible so that appropriate plans can be made. 

●
Whilst self-isolating, and if able to do so, teaching assistants and non-teaching staff will be given an individual project to work on which is in line with whole school improvement priorities or asked to support with the online learning provision. These projects will be communicated by the Senior Leadership Team or Class Teacher and will be allocated on a case-by-case basis. 

●
If unwell themselves, teachers will be covered by another staff member for the sharing of activities. Communication and planning during this time will not be undertaken until the teacher is fit to work. Should staffing levels reach a critical point, the Local Authority will be informed.
The role of parents and carers:

In order for pupils to complete their remote learning tasks parent and carers should;

· Provide a suitably quiet place in which children can do their remote learning;

· Join in and support their children in the completion of remote learning;

· Make it clear to children that they value their remote learning;

· Encourage children and praise them when they have completed their remote learning.
· Supporting children with their learning and encouraging them to work with good levels of concentration.
Where possible, it is beneficial for young people to maintain a regular and familiar routine. Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School would recommend that each ‘school day’ maintains structure. To help parents with this, the school has written a suggested timetable with our PTA which can be found on the school website via this link: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/remote-learning-timetable-by-the-pta/ 
Teachers and School Leaders will respond, within reason, to requests for support from families at home. This will be done through emailing the school office on: office@dereham.norfolk.sch.uk 
We aim to deal with any request for support or feedback by the next working day. This will be dependent on the time of request and circumstances within school.
Children should be supervised in their use of the Internet; more information for parents and carers can be found here: http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/whole-school/ 
Every effort will be made by staff to ensure that work is set promptly on Tapestry but school cannot guarantee that the chosen platforms will work on all devices. Should accessing work be an issue, parents should contact school and alternative solutions will be made available (e.g. paper copies of work, workbooks and loaning of stationary equipment or devices). These will be discussed on a case-to-case basis.
We appreciate every circumstance is different and isolation can bring different pressures so if after 2 days of remote learning, no work is uploaded to Tapestry and no communications have been received, the class teacher or SLT will call the parent to offer support.

Year group remote learning expectations are:

Nursery- Parents are encouraged to assist their child with reading stories together, speaking and listening activities, fine motor skills and practical activities with their child whilst at home. Learning can be shared on Tapestry.
Reception- Parents are encouraged to practice reading skills at home, practice sounds taught during the week, complete maths activities and creative skills. Parents are encouraged to upload photos and learning opportunities of their children at home to Tapestry.
Year One- The children are encouraged to practice reading skills at home, practice sounds taught during the week, complete maths activities, writing tasks and theme activities. Spellings are sent home half termly and these can also be practiced. 

Year Two- The children are encouraged to practice reading skills at home, practice sounds taught during the week, complete maths activities, writing tasks, cursive handwriting and theme activities. Spellings are sent home half termly and these can also be practiced.
Differentiation of home learning tasks:
Throughout the school, the planning of home learning tasks will take into account the needs of children of varying ability levels and those with special educational needs. Careful planning will ensure that the level of demand is appropriate and that guidance to parents is clear. This will include

· Clear instructions;

· Opportunities for success;

· Tasks that can be completed independently or with parent/carer support
Each class teacher is responsible for ensuring that the demands of home learning are manageable for children, parents and carers. 
Feedback for pupils using remote learning:
In line with the Department for Education’s guidance, Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School will be giving feedback on work submitted through Tapestry. Feedback will be given through short comments or extension tasks.
●
If school is fully operational and a child or a small group of pupils are absent due to a COVID-19 issue, pupils will get feedback on a daily basis. This will take the form of comments on work submitted.
●
If a bubble has burst and all the ‘bubble’ are at home accessing remote learning, over the course of the school day, each child will receive a short comment on Tapestry or an extension task.
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