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‘I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you’. (Psalm 32:8)
What is home learning?

Home learning is given by the teacher for the pupils to complete after school hours. 

The main purposes of home learning are:

· To encourage parental help and support in their child’s learning, assisting them to understand more clearly what their children are learning in school and the approaches and techniques used.

· To reinforce, practice and consolidate learning carried out in the classroom, particularly in mathematics and literacy.

· To encourage and develop self discipline and perseverance.

· To develop research and investigative skills by using their home environment.

· To further the children’s progress.

· To increase pupils’ self-esteem and the realization that their achievements are regarded as important by both home and school.

Through the implementation of this policy we aim to:

· Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school;
· Encourage children to develop increasing independence and a sense of personal responsibility;
· Meet the individual and special needs of pupils;
· Make expectations about home learning clear to children, parents and other carers;

· Extend the opportunities for learning;

· Improve the depth of understanding and the quality of the partnership between home and school;

· Provide activities that encourage parents or carers to work with their children;

· Develop a partnership with parents or carers by utilizing opportunities for learning at home. 

The recommended time children should spend on home learning tasks are as follows:

· EYFS- Approximately 30 minutes per week.

· Years 1 and 2- Approximately 1 hour per week.

Daily reading is also recommended either as part of the home learning or in addition to it.

Year group home learning expectations are:

Nursery- Parents are encouraged to assist their child to choose a book from the nursery library to share with their child at home in order to develop their speaking, listening and early literacy skills. Parents are encouraged to upload photos and learning opportunities of their children at home to Tapestry. Next Steps are added to Tapestry for parents to practice with their children at home.
Reception-The children are encouraged to practice reading skills at home, and take home a reading book which matches their level of development. Each half term home learning ideas are sent home related to theme and celebrated in class and put on display when completed. Parents are encouraged to upload photos and learning opportunities of their children at home to Tapestry. At the end of each week, Phonics sounds and tricky words are uploaded on to Tapestry so children can practice at home.
Year One- The children are encouraged to practice reading skills at home by taking a reading book which matches their level of development, they are encouraged to read and change their reading book on a regular basis. Spellings are sent home half termly. The children are given mathematics home learning tasks on a weekly basis linked to that week’s mathematics learning. Mathematics activities are completed in the Home Learning Book. Occasionally activities linked to the current class theme are sent home to develop and extend children’s learning. Each half term home learning ideas are sent home related to theme and celebrated in class and put on display when completed. 
Year Two- The children are encouraged to practice reading skills at home by taking a reading book which matches their level of development, they are encouraged to read and change their reading book on a regular basis. Spellings are sent home each half term. The children are given mathematics homework on a weekly basis linked to that week’s learning and theme homework on a half termly basis. Each half term home learning ideas are sent home related to theme and celebrated in class and put on display (during non-Covid times) when completed. 
Differentiation of home learning tasks and for low or high attainers:

Throughout the school the planning of home learning tasks will take into account the needs of children of varying ability levels and those with special educational needs. Careful planning will ensure that the level of demand is appropriate and that guidance to parents is clear. This will include

· Clear instructions;

· Opportunities for success;

· Tasks that encourage the development of social skills;

Each class teacher is responsible for ensuring that the demands of home learning are manageable for pupils, parents and carers. When necessary, teachers will allow more than one evening for home learning to be completed. 

The role of parents and carers:

In order for pupils to complete their home learning tasks parent and carers should;

· Provide a suitably quiet place in which children can do their home learning;

· Join in and support their children in the completion of home learning;

· Make it clear to children that they value their home learning;

· Encourage children and praise them when they have completed their home learning.
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